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Your New Identity in Christ

Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you
up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.
“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’ ”
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

In Matthew 4:1-11 we can read about how the devil challenged Jesus’ identity. Every time the devil tried, Jesus used God’s Word to defend the truth
about His identity. Our identities will be challenged in the same way, and like Jesus, we must know and use the Word of God in order to defend the
truth of our identities in Him.

I Am Accepted
Discuss – Why is the issue of acceptance so important?
Read the verses and make “I” statements.

John 1:12 (NIV)

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—

John 15:15 (NIV)

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I
learned from my Father I have made known to you.

Romans 5:1 (NIV)

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV)

Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;
you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NIV)

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Ephesians 1:5 (NIV)

he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—

Colossians 1:14 (NIV)

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 2:10 (NIV)

and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.

Which verse stands out for you?



I Am Secure
Discuss – How can insecurity affect our lives?
Read the verses and make “I” statements.

Romans 8:1-2 (NIV)

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.

Romans 8:28 (NIV)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:31 (NIV)

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

Romans 8:35 (NIV)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:19 (NIV)

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household,

Hebrews 4:16 (NIV)

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

1 John 5:18 (NIV)

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them.

Which verse is special for you? Why?

I Am Significant
Discuss – Why is it important to us to feel significant?
Read the verses and make “I” statements.

Matthew 5:13-14 (NIV)

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled underfoot.
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.

John 15:1-5 (NIV)

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain
in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

John 15:16 (NIV)

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask
in my name the Father will give you.

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”



2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (NIV)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

Ephesians 2:6 (NIV)

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Philippians 4:13 (NIV)

I can do all this through him who gives me strength.

Which verse inspires you today?

Ask a Friend
Can you share a story about how one of these verses has changed your life?

Application
From these truths, how can we be more confident in ourselves?
How can we change ourselves?

Prayer Model
Lord Jesus, I thank You for making me a new person. I thank You that I am accepted by You, secure in You and that my life is significant in You! I
believe that I am ___________. Thank You!

Key Verse
Choose for yourself one or more verses from this study to memorize.
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