
My Most Important 
Relationship

This is an optional session created by John 
C. Maxwell in which he discusses his faith.
If you would like to participate, you can 
either proceed with this roundtable like 
the others.

ROUNDTABLE 5

19

Note: The estimated time for each roundtable step is based on an eight-person 
roundtable.  

Step 1 - Sharing results (10 min)
What action step did you commit to last week? What were the results?

Step 2 - Watching video, reading and underlining  (15 min)
Watch the video of today's session and take note of what you find important.

INSIGHT
Directions: Take turns reading the paragraphs below. As you read, underline 
the ideas that capture your attention.

You’ve just finished doing a roundtable on relationships, and I want to give you an 
opportunity to learn about the most important relationship in my life: my 
relationship with God, my greatest friend.

I’ve often asked myself why so many people don’t have a relationship with God. 
I believe that if people knew him as I know him and saw him as I see him, they 
would become people of faith.

That led me to the conclusion that most people have a wrong picture of who God 
is. And that causes them to misunderstand who he is and miss out on having a 
relationship with him. So I want to discuss four images people have when they 
picture God. Three of those images are wrong, and one is right. The last one 
shows God as he really is and as he wants us to see him.

1. A fence
When some people think of God, they picture a fence or a wall. I mean a really 
tall, forbidding wall with no doors, no openings, and no way around it. People 
who see God this way believe in him, and they sense that he’s on the other side 
of that fence, but they feel that there is no way on earth to get to God. He’s 
unreachable. So they give up trying. And they believe they will never get to meet 
him.

My friend, this is a wrong picture. Do you know why I say that? When Adam and 
Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, they hid from God. But what did God do? He 
didn’t ignore them. He came looking for them. He wanted to connect with them. 
God wants to find you, and he’s willing to jump the fence for you!
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2. A ladder
When other people think of God, they picture a ladder. They see God as high up, 
and they hope to climb the ladder to get to him. How? By doing good works, 
doing the right things, and trying to be a good person. They hope that if they’re 
good enough, they can work their way up and someday get to God.

This is another wrong picture. There is nothing you or I can do on our own to get 
to God. We can never be good enough, and we will never do enough to earn our 
way.

I know this because the Bible, which is God’s message to us, says it isn’t possible 
to work our way to God. Ephesians 2:8-9, says, “For it is by God’s grace that you 
have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own e!orts, but God’s 
gift, so that no one can boast about it.” We cannot earn a relationship with God. 
We can only receive it as a gift, as a result of God’s sending Jesus to die for us.

3. A garbage can
Some people think of God, and what comes to mind is all the negative things 
about themselves that they’ve done and would like to forget. It’s like they’re 
looking at a filthy garbage can. And they’re ashamed. They say to themselves, 
“I’m not worthy to see God. I’ve done too much wrong. God doesn’t want to see 
me. I’ll avoid him.”

This is another wrong picture of who God is. Do you know why? Because no 
matter what you’ve done wrong, God still loves you. He always has, and he 
always will.

I say this because of how Jesus spent his life. People criticized Jesus for 
spending time with thieves, prostitutes, and other sinners. The religious 
authorities said Jesus wasn’t religious enough. But Jesus told them that he was a 
doctor—a spiritual doctor. And doctors spend time with sick people to heal them, 
not with well people.

God’s heart for us is described by a parable Jesus told about the good shepherd. 
The shepherd left the ninety-nine obedient sheep who were with him to go find 
the one that was lost. That is the character of God. He reaches out to us. He 
wants to save us.

I love what the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Anyone who belongs to Christ is 
a new person. The past is forgotten, and everything is new.” That gives me a lot 
of comfort. It means that God has the ability to look beyond my past and love me. 
He can also do that for you.
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4. A door
The last picture I want to share with you is of a door. It’s the door to our hearts. 
God stands on the other side of that door and gently knocks, asking to come into 
our lives. This is the true picture of God.

In the Bible, Jesus says, “I stand at the door and knock. If you hear me call and 
open the door I will come in.” And that’s a promise if we open that door. He 
doesn’t say maybe. He says he will.

God wants us to know him. He wants a relationship with us. And you need to 
understand something. If God is 1,000 steps away from you, he will take the first 
999 steps to get to you. All he asks you and me to do is take one step.

If you’re thinking that you want to know this God who loves you unconditionally, 
then all you need to do is pray something like this to him:

Thank you, Jesus, for loving me so much that you died on the cross for me. 
Today I know that you are knocking on my heart’s door and asking to come 
into my life. So I open my heart’s door. I ask you to come in and live with me, 
to forgive my sins, and to be my savior and my friend. From this day forward 
I’m going to live with you, love you, and follow you. Thank you for forgiving 
me of every sin and making me a new person in Christ. Amen.

If you genuinely open your heart to God, then he will change your life as he has 
mine, and you will start a beautiful relationship with him. If that is so, then 
welcome to the family of God.
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1. Is faith something that has been important to you in the past? Explain.

2. Do you relate to any of the four pictures of God? If so, explain. If not, why not?

3. Do you intend to take any action in response to John’s message? If so, what?

Step 3 - Discussion (12 min)

Reflect and respond
Choose something you underlined that is important to you. Take one minute to tell everyone 
what you chose and why it is important to you.

Step 4 - Self-assessment (10 min)

Answer these questions (Optional)
Take one or two minutes to share your response to these questions:
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